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VegSpecVegSpec
Designed to provide the 

user with a list of 
plants, primarily 

alternative native 
species, that can be 

considered as a 
supplement to the 

traditional FOTG list



VegSpecVegSpec

VegSpec assists you in creating vegetative practice VegSpec assists you in creating vegetative practice 
designs for a variety of sites and natural resource designs for a variety of sites and natural resource 
conservation problems via multiple paths.conservation problems via multiple paths.

Information for 2,500+ species/cultivars.Information for 2,500+ species/cultivars.



Supporting NRCS ActivitiesSupporting NRCS Activities



Attributes Of  
2500 Plant  
Species and   
Cultivars

Soil and Climate Attribute Filters

Soil Map Unit Filter

etc.

pH
Climate Station FilterTexture

List of Plants  
Adapted To 
Selected Soil 
and Climate

≈ 200 Plants

etc.

Rainfall
Frost date



Tree/Shrub Planting FilterList of  
Plants  
Adapted To 
Selected  
Soil and 
Climate

≈ 200 Plants

Tree
Wildlife Wetland Habitat Filter

Waterfowl Food Filter
Shrub

Obligate Wetland Plant

Facultative Wetland Plant

Fruit/Seed Abundant
List of Plants  

≈ 35 Plants
Fruit/Seed Persistent



List of Potential Plants:  

Selected by the application of filters.

≈ 35 Plants

User chooses plants from 
the List of Potential Plants.

List of User Selected Plants:

Plants that the user plans to use for this conservation 
planting.

≈ 10 Plants

The user is the final filter. 



NRCS: A Global Plant Information LeaderNRCS: A Global Plant Information Leader

VegSpecVegSpec

–– Sponsor:Sponsor:
Doug Williams, ECSDoug Williams, ECS
dougdoug..williamswilliams@@usdausda..govgov

–– Data Steward:Data Steward:
James Henson, NPDCJames Henson, NPDC
jamesjames..hensonhenson@@usdausda..govgov



Dynamic information system Dynamic information system 
partnership meeting NRCS field partnership meeting NRCS field 
office, customer, & cooperator office, customer, & cooperator 
plant information needsplant information needs

© Mark Skinner



PLANTS Plant CharacteristicsPLANTS Plant Characteristics

These data support VegSpecThese data support VegSpec

Access from the PLANTS Home Access from the PLANTS Home 
PagePage

Compiled for over 2,300 Compiled for over 2,300 
conservation plant speciesconservation plant species

100 characteristics100 characteristics



PLANTS Advanced QueryPLANTS Advanced Query
Complete access to the Complete access to the 
VegSpec characteristics VegSpec characteristics 
datadata
Search 2,300 Search 2,300 
conservation plants on conservation plants on 
100 plant attributes100 plant attributes
Also, search 43,000 plant Also, search 43,000 plant 
on basic attributeson basic attributes
Filter results by any Filter results by any 
attribute(s)attribute(s)
Report to screen or Report to screen or 
download data setdownload data set
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